
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRENGTH & HOPE 
 
 
 

In these continued days of isolation and uncertainty, we may still find ourselves overcome by a 
whirlwind of emotion, worry, or simply by the stress of responsibilities crashing down upon us. 
The world has slowed down, and we’re forced to withhold from ourselves the social presence 
of others and much of what we knew as “normal.” Such isolation and distance, perhaps, has 

mirrored a similar rift between us and God.  
  

It is important for us to remember our strength and hope during this time. No matter how 
angry, sorrowful, or apathetic we may grow while apart, it is crucial to remember our lives are 

still held by the Creator of the universe, and He’s paved a way for us. We pray this week’s 
devotionals help make that clear and that Scripture shows you the strength of our Lord!  

  
  
  

There will be three devotionals published per week on Thursdays, meant to be read on Friday, 
Monday, and Wednesday.  They will also be posted on the church website, 

firstchurchgrandhaven.com. 
  



His Grace is Sufficient 
 

Devotional for Friday by Art Tuls 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 
 
Sometimes we feel strong, even invincible.  Sometimes we feel weak, almost defeated, ready to give 
up.  How is it that the same person can have such opposite feelings, sometimes within one week?   
     
Often these feelings are related to our own choices and decisions.  But sometimes these feelings flow 
out of circumstances beyond our choosing, beyond our control.  St. Paul, for example, had a physical 
problem that tormented him.  Bible scholars suggest that it was eye trouble of some sort. It was so bad 
Paul called it “a messenger of Satan.” In any case, he asked the Lord 3 times to remove it.  Paul had 
asked for miracles before, and people were healed, even raised from the dead, at his word.  Yet the Lord 
chose not to remove Pauls’ trouble.  
      
But he did respond to Paul’s prayer.  “My grace is sufficient for you,” he said, “for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.”  This is a paradox worth thinking about.  It tells us to think about what power is, 
and what weakness is.  For example, when Jesus hung on the cross, he grew weaker and weaker.  Yet he 
had voluntarily sacrificed himself, and it is also true that in that sacrificial love there was great 
power, power enough to bring salvation to the whole world!  This is a godly view of power. 
      
Of course, the opposite view of power focuses on muscle, economic muscle or military muscle, for 
example.  It’s the view in the little boy’s boast: “my Dad is stronger than your Dad.”  It’s the view of the 
Nazi party during the Holocaust, and the view of many world leaders today.  The more muscle you have, 
the better chance you have of getting what you want, right?  Is God’s grace sufficient in this context? 
      
From this text in 2 Corinthians we receive great encouragement.  After all, economic muscle and military 
muscle have not been able to protect us from Covid 19.  Is the grace of God sufficient for us when we 
face diseases like this?  Is God’s grace sufficient for us when life takes a turn for the worse?  After all, 
some diseases are incurable; some defeats are inevitable. And ultimately, we face the grave.  Is God’s 
grace sufficient for us when we face obstacles that seem insurmountable?  The Lord says a steady and 
firm YES with a smile on his face. 
      
Paul concludes from his experience of torment and from God’s answer that we can keep our delight in 
the Lord in the middle of trouble, hardships, difficulties.  We can rejoice in the Lord always because his 
sacrificial love is always at work and cannot be overcome, not even by death itself!  That’s how God’s 
grace is sufficient for us. 
      
So, brothers and sisters, we know that in this world we will have troubles, just as Jesus said.  But he 
added, “take heart! For I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). Take heart. Rest assured.  The grace of 
God is sufficient for us, no matter what! Need evidence that His Word is trustworthy and true?  Look 
into the empty tomb.  Look at Paul’s life.  Listen to the crowd of witnesses who have preceded us. Even 
if (maybe especially if) we are weak, we are strong, because the power of God is made perfect in 
weakness.  His grace is always sufficient.  Let this be our comfort and our joy today, and always. 
 
 
Songs to listen to:  When Peace Like A River (It Is Well) 
                        The Lord is My Shepard 



                       

Be Strong and Courageous 
 
 

Devotional for Monday by Pastor Tom Pettinga 
 
 

Read: Joshua 1:1-9 
 
 

“Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these people . . . Be strong and very 
courageous.” Joshua 1:6-7 

 
 
Thermostats. They are on the wall of every one of our homes. They command the furnace or air 
conditioner when to turn on and for how long. By doing this, they determine the temperature in the 
house. In the same wall unit, you’ll usually find a second thing, a thermometer. If the thermostat actively 
determines the temperature, the thermometer passively reports the ambient temperature. 
 
In God’s instructions to Joshua, he tells Moses’ protege that he must be the ‘thermostat’ of God’s 
people. He must set the spiritual and emotional temperature of the whole nation. And he must do so by 
purposefully, consistently maintaining his strength and courage. If you have read the books of Exodus 
and Numbers in the Old Testament, you’ll know that the Israelites were true ‘thermometers’ on their 
journey to the Promised Land. They reacted to almost every challenge with fear, blame and despair. And 
their fear seemed to spread like a virus that was out of control. As the leader who would bring Israel 
across the Jordan River and into Canaan, Joshua was to reset the temperature, bring calm and 
steadiness to these highly reactive people. He had to be the least anxious person in the nation. That is 
how leaders lead for God. 
 
Believers in the Sovereign Lord need to be thermostats, temperature setters, especially in this very fear-
inducing pandemic. Fear swirls around us. Fear about illness, finances, employment. And it seems to be 
more contagious than covid19. We need to face this crisis with courage and strength, not fearfulness 
and discouragement. And we can do so because the same promise given to Joshua has been given to us: 
God will not fail us or abandon us (v. 5). He will be with us wherever we go (v. 9). 
 
The triune God comes to us right now as he came to every leader in every Biblical crisis. As we lead our 
church, our families, our friendships, our marriages, our neighborhoods, he says, “Don’t be afraid or 
discouraged. Be strong and very courageous. Lead. Because I am Almighty. And I am right there with 
you.” May you know his reassuring presence and power right now. 
 
 
 
What fear do you need to bring to Jesus right now? 
What person or group looks to you for leadership in their lives? 
What act of obedience on your part would communicate courage to those around you? 
 
  



Three Windows into Hope 
 
 

Devotional for Wednesday by Art Tuls 
 
 

Read: Isaiah 25:1-9; 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1-5 and 22:1-5. I (Art) also learned a lot from Standing 
on the Promises by Lewis Smedes, especially chapter 30. 

 
 
If you visited my house but did not come inside, you could learn some things by looking through the 
windows.  For example, if you peeked through the egress window in the back, you would see 
bookshelves packed with books, and a modern gray desktop with papers and books crowding each other 
out, and a small home-made wine rack.   You see, what you learn about us depends on which window 
you look through.  So it is with the house called HOPE.  Let’s look through three different windows. 
      
Our first window shows us that hope is very important for human thriving.  An example of this window 
comes from Langston Hughes, a famous black American writer in the first half of the 20th century. Here’s 
what he said about hopes and dreams: 

 
DREAMS      
Hold fast to dreams 
For if dreams die 
Life is a broken-winged bird 
That cannot fly. 

 
There’s more to this poem, but this is enough to show us how important hope is.  In the poem Hughes is 
speaking to his people in America during the Harlem Renaissance, when African Americans were 
experiencing both hope and despair:  hope because in music and the arts there was a surge of beauty 
and truth produced from their community;  despair because racism was still very strong,  lynching was 
common and usually unpunished,  and professional sports and music were limited to whites only.  Mr. 
Hughes knew these forces caused some folks to lose hope.  And he knew that hope is crucial for human 
thriving.  Keep hope alive! he said.  For him, imagining a better future and writing about the possibilities 
became a big part of his identity and purpose.  For him, life without hope is like an eagle with only one 
wing. 
      
Our second window into hope comes from the Sermon on the Mount.  This window shows us how 
people of faith shape their hopes.  In Matthew 6 Jesus speaks about the desperate hopes for clothing 
and food, the things that make life comfortable.  Of course, food and clothing are good things, and 
necessary, too.   But Jesus puts them in their proper place.  “Seek first the kingdom of God,” he beckons 
us.  “Then all these other good things will find their place in your life” (verse 33).  When we shape our 
hopes according to the Kingdom of God, leaning into his will and his purposes, then our hopes go far 
past ourselves, and they grow far bigger, too. The texts from Isaiah 25 and Revelation 21 and 22 
poetically describe the future shaped by the purposes and the power of God.  The vision these prophets 
give us is no less than the whole world, our Father’s world, will be set right.  Communities, families, and 
individuals, and even the natural world, will give and receive the shalom of God, just as He intended 
from the start.  It will be “the webbing together of God, people, and all creation in justice, fulfillment, 
and delight.”  (Not the Way it’s Supposed to Be, by Neil Plantinga, p. 10).  Our hope is for universal 



flourishing!  Jesus our Lord will “bid all our sad divisions cease, and he Himself will be our Prince of 
peace.” 
       
Our third window shows us what to do with hope when the world turns bleak and hope can hardly 
breathe at all.  When we speak of the glorious future the Bible describes, some realistic people scoff a 
bit and smile and say, “That sounds like dreamers of the past who described one Utopia or another. 
They hoped in vain.  Those perfect worlds never came and they never will.”  And we have to admit, 
there is no human wisdom, nor human goodness, nor human power enough to support our hopes for 
this planet to be made new.  So why hope for it?  The simple answer is, because God promised it.  Our 
hope depends on trusting God and standing on his promises.  But there are also a couple of signs to help 
us do that.  The first sign is that God showed his great love for us when, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us (Romans 5:8).  This shows us how far God will go to save his world. The second sign is 
that Jesus Christ broke the power of evil and death when he rose from the grave.  When life becomes 
really hard, our hope rests on the promises of God and the actions of God recorded in the Bible.  We are 
not able to rescue this world by ourselves.  And we are not able to sustain our hopes by ourselves.  So, 
as the old hymn has it: “My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” 
      
In the history of the world, few people have raised the banner of hope in a more bleak and hopeless 
time than Bishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa.  When all signs pointed to no chance for change in his 
country, and all optimism had faded away, here’s what he said:  
           

The resurrection of Jesus is our guarantee that right has triumphed and will triumph over 
wrong  that good has triumphed and will triumph over evil,  and that love has triumphed and will 
triumph over hate….We know that we,  black and white together, are one in the Lord…and we, 
black and white together, will hold hands,  and hold our heads high as we stride into the glorious 
future which God holds out to us.” (Rainbow People, by Desmond Tutu, page 40). 

      
Finally, the hope that God holds out to us is both a great comfort and a great calling.  It is a great grace 
given to us that God chose us to be his partners in planting the seeds of shalom in this world and 
tending his garden.  For now, these mustard seeds may seem small, maybe even hidden underground. 
Our comfort is that God Himself will see to the growth of the tree.  “The one who calls us is faithful; he 
will do it” (1 Thess. 5:24).  The amazing challenge is that God uses people like us in the process.  Shalom, 
my friends, shalom for the whole world!  This is the dependable promise of God our Father.  And this is 
our hope! 

 


