
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CARE AND AUTHORITY 

 
 

 
  
  

There will be three devotionals published per week on Thursdays, meant to be read on Friday, 
Monday, and Wednesday.  They will also be posted on the church website, 

firstchurchgrandhaven.com. 
  



In the Middle of His Care 
 
 

Devotional for Friday by Pastor Tom Pettinga 
 
 

Read: Psalm 8:3-6 
 

 
 
The figures I read recently astounded me: Our galaxy, the Milky Way, is a disk that is about 100,000 light 
years in diameter. It contains approximately one hundred thousand million stars, one of which is our 
sun. The galaxy nearest ours is the Andromeda Galaxy. It is more than two million light years away from 
ours. I can’t grasp such numbers! 
 
But I also read this: In the human body there are atoms numbering 10 to the 27th power. That means 
there are far more atoms in my body than there are stars in the observable universe! 
 
All those stars! All those atoms! And you and I are able, with our minds, to ponder both. I can 
contemplate the hugeness of the universe. I can also contemplate the smallest of things, things like the 
the atoms and molecules making up a corona virus and how it interacts with the cells in my body! 
 
Telescopes for the hugeness of galaxies, microscopes for the minuteness of viruses. As the old song 
goes, “the Lord God made them all.” I’m very grateful that researchers are studying this latest powerful 
virus. I pray they learn how to fight against its terrible effects. At the same time, I am even more grateful 
that the One who formed the stars and their galaxies with his fingers knows about me and you, thinks 
about us, cares about us. 
 
You may be isolated right now, feeling cut off and alone. You may even feel like you can’t handle much 
more of this social distancing. (What an inhumane scourge that keeps us from holding on to each other 
when we most need to be held and touched!) But you are cared about by the Creator of stars and 
galaxies and viruses. And he uses that same creating power to love you in every way. Do not be 
discouraged today. Don’t give in to despair or anger or fear. The Lord who calls every star by name 
knows your name, knows you. And he loves you very much. 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Memory of God 
 

Devotional for Monday by Art Tuls 
 

Read: Isaiah 49:8-16; Hebrews 8:7-12 
 
 
I remember as a student how we reminded ourselves of things we had to do.  Some folks tied a string 
around a finger or stretched a rubber band around a wrist.  Some of us used an ink pen to write a word 
or a short note on our hands.  Now-a-days people might use sticky notes, or more likely their phones to 
help them remember appointments or chores or shopping necessities.  Sometimes forgetting might 
have painful consequences. Imagine, for example, if a young man forgot the day of his wedding! 
 
But the Bible amazingly speaks of God forgetting.  How is this possible?  How could this be good?  The 
answer lies in what God forgets.  What if God forgets my sins?  What if he removes our sins so far away 
it cannot be expressed?  Like as far as the east is from the west!  Along with many prophetic passages, 
Isaiah 43 says, “I am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remember your sins no 
more” (25).   God’s word repeats this idea quite frequently:  God actually forgets our sins! 
 
On the other hand, the Lord assures us he will always remember each of us; he will remember my name, 
and yours!  Isaiah says it is unlikely that a mother could forget one of her children (Isaiah 49: 15), but it is 
possible she might forget.  But the Lord will never forget his children.  Isaiah uses a powerful image to 
stress this:  The Lord God says, “see, I have engraved you on the palms of my hand” (16).  A reminder 
written in ink can fade or be washed off.  A rubber band can be removed, and a string can be cut off.  
But a name carved into the flesh will always be there.  More permanent than a tattoo!  It is Isaiah’s 
poetic way of assuring us that the Lord Most High will always remember us.  He is determined to always 
remember your name and mine.  His memory will not fade.  It is sealed with the blood of his own hand! 
 
In Isaiah’s day, God’s people had doubts about God’s promises and about his love, because they had 
been defeated and carried away into captivity,  far from their homes,  far from the temple in Jerusalem.  
They felt abandoned.  Isaiah wants to comfort them and assure them that the Lord would always 
remember them; and they can trust his promises even far from home, even when life is painful. 
 
What about you and me?  What might cause us to feel like maybe God has forgotten us, or abandoned 
us?   In these unprecedented days of Corona virus, with no clear way forward, where is the Lord’s love?   
In these days when it’s difficult to find the truth in the news and in the media, and there is so much 
strife, what confidence can we have?  Social distance can increase isolation and loneliness and increase 
our leaning toward self-reliance.  Sometimes it feels like we’re on our own here. 
 
God’s Word is honest about difficulties and trouble.  These should not be denied nor minimized.  Look at 
the lives of Bible characters to see that this has always been true.  But the Lord’s love is greater than 
these troubles.  And no trouble can separate us from his love.  To make sure He will always be mindful 
of us, the Lord of All has carved your name into his own hand.  He will always remember you; he will 
always remember all his people and his promises.  We can depend on the memory of God.  

 



Final Authority 
 
 

Devotional for Wednesday by Pastor Tom Pettinga 
 

 
Read: Mark 1:16-18 

 
 
When you read the first few chapters of Mark’s Gospel, one word jumps out at you: authority. Jesus had 
authority to teach, authority to heal. He had the authority to cast out demons. He had and has the 
wonderful authority to forgive sins - aren’t you glad! He had complete and instant authority over nature. 
And he had and still has full authority to call people into his group of disciples. When he calls them, 
people follow him and do so at once. 
 
According to scripture, all authority stems from the full and absolute authority possessed by our 
Heavenly Father. Jesus also has that authority - all authority in heaven and earth - given to him by his 
Father. The lesser authority of parents described in the Fifth Commandment is also given by God, as is 
governmental authority according to Romans 13. Verse 4 of that chapter states that government 
authorities are God’s servants, sent for our good. 
 
Some in our country are questioning the decisions of government leaders right now, but scripture calls 
on us to respect and submit to their authority. It comes to them from God. 
 
When you look at Jesus’ use of authority in the gospels, something becomes clear. He always exercised 
his authority with compassion. There was no grandstanding for popularity. With Jesus, there was no hint 
of pride or power for its own sake. When he wielded the authority at his command, it always resulted in 
good for people. They were healed, set free, fed, protected, taught truth, brought into the Father’s 
family. His ministry fulfilled the combination given in Psalm 62:11 — “One thing God has spoken, two 
things have I heard: that you, O God are strong, and that you, O Lord, are loving.” 
 
It is good and scriptural to pray for our government leaders, right now especially. Pray that God will give 
them wisdom along with compassion for the people they govern. Pray for their stamina and for good 
council to be given them. 
 
How are you handling the authority you have right now? Perhaps you have employees as a leader in a 
business or you have authority to determine income for a number of people. Some of you are parents 
with the authority to also teach your children during this time of closed school buildings. Others may be 
in health care, with grave responsibilities for the lives or patients under your care. This is a prayer for 
you. 
 
Father, for the sake of your powerful, loving Son Jesus, help us to use the authority you have given us 
following Jesus’ pattern. We’re asking for your wisdom so we can lead well, make good, helpful decisions. 
This authority weighs heavily on some right now. Will you please give strength and endurance as well as 
compassion? And may any people, in the middle of this pandemic, hear the voice of Jesus calling them to 
come and follow him and believe.  We bow at the feet of Jesus. AMEN. 


