
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comfort & Joy 
 
 
 

In these days of isolation and uncertainty, many people find themselves anxious 
or even depressed.  Some are concerned about the health of fellow citizens, while others are 
more worried about the economy. Either way, we could all use the comfort and joy given by 

our Lord. 
 
 

This series of devotionals seeks to echo the message of the angels in the skies of Bethlehem 
long ago, a message of great joy for all the people, tidings of comfort and joy.  The devotionals 

are another way First Grand Haven seeks to do Pastoral Care. 
 
 

There will be three devotionals published per week on Thursdays, meant to be read on Friday, 
Monday, and Wednesday.  They will also be posted on the church Website. 

 
  



The Stone Was Rolled Away 
 

Devotional for Friday by Art Tuls 
 
 

Read: The first and the last Easter accounts in Mark 16:1-8 and John 20:1-18; Isaiah 53; and Romans 8: 
31-39 

 
 
On the first Easter morn, the women disciples, who followed and served with Jesus like the twelve, were 
mostly concerned about the stone.  How to move it?  Who would move it? Their motives were pure—
they simply wanted to anoint the body and replace the stench of death with an aroma of care.  But 
moving a tombstone took muscle, know-how, and mostly good leverage. They didn’t know how they 
would handle it. 
 
Then they arrived at the tomb and were astonished:  the stone was already rolled away! How?  Who?   
They had no idea, but “He is risen” was not their first thought.  No. It was more logical that someone 
had taken the body.  After all, how could a corpse defeat Death, the strongest enemy known to 
mankind? How could a corpse do anything? They had expected problems with the heavy stone, not with 
an empty tomb! So angels were sent to tell them what had happened. 
 
I wonder about the heavy stones we would like to move.  COVID-19 and its related troubles weigh heavy 
on us all.  And how little we can do about it. We need help!  Not only with the virus itself, but also with 
the problems it brings: fear, loneliness, worry, isolation, depression, boredom.   These things can weigh 
us down. Especially when we do not see an end in sight.  Who can help us carry all this weight? 
 
We at First Grand Haven believe that tough questions like this point us towards God’s Word.  Isaiah, for 
example, describes a savior who carries our pain and sorrows; a savior who is willing to be wounded, 
despised, and rejected so we can be healed.  St. Paul teaches us that nothing in all creation (and that 
includes stones too heavy for us to move) can separate us from God’s love found in our Lord, Jesus 
Christ. And the powerful opening of the Heidelberg Catechism also speaks about comfort, in fact our 
only comfort in life and in death.  This deep and over-arching comfort is that we belong, body and soul, 
in life and in death, to our faithful savior Jesus Christ.  He can move any stone, even the heaviest 
tombstone, even the heaviest heart, even a heart of stone!   
 
Eventually the disciples understood and believed so deeply they died for it—that the stone was rolled 
away not to let Jesus out, but to let disciples in!  No grave could contain him; death could not hold him 
down.  So they would proclaim for the rest of their lives:  “He is Risen!”  And there is no greater comfort 
than belonging to this Savior, whose power and love know no bounds, whose amazing power flows out 
of His amazing sacrificial love.  He is our comfort and our assurance, regardless of the weight of our 
circumstances. Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Songs to listen to:  What Wondrous Love is This? 
                        Give Me Jesus (Fernando Ortega) 
                      Bless the Lord, O my Soul (Matt Redmond) 



Remain 
 

Devotional for Monday by Pastor Cory Nederveld 
 
 

Read: John 15:1-11 or listen here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0yu1qyevwE 
 
 
Due to COVID-19 and the threat surrounding it we have been given the directive to stay-at-home or 
sometimes referred to as shelter-in-place. We have done this for a few weeks now. I have heard from 
some that this is getting both easier and more difficult at the same time! For many it is becoming easier 
in one sense because they are getting used to it—figuring out what home school looks like, getting 
creative in finding entertainment, becoming a puzzle master, enjoying all the use they are getting out of 
that old pair of sweatpants. However, it is also harder because we don’t know how long this will last. 
That type of uncertainty and ambiguity makes the challenge all the more greater. We don’t know the 
length of the “sentence” which has been decreed for this house arrest.  The challenge of shelter-in-place 
is great—not even to mention all that it entails to be distant from those we love, the massive disruption 
to our lives, and the grieving of the loss of life! 
 
The decisions concerning “shelter-in-place” all revolve around a question: Where is the best place to 
be?  
 
Isn’t that a great question for us as Christians and for all of humanity? But when I ask it, I ask in a 
spiritual sense. I’m not talking about social distancing (Side note: wouldn’t physical distancing be a 
better phrase? Socially we need each other more now than ever, even if we need to get creative to stay 
socially and spiritually connected, but I digress). What I am referring to here is not about a physical 
place, safety, and precautions. Instead, I am concerned about the best “place” according to Jesus— the 
place Jesus tells us to remain.  
 
The word “remain” in this text (Meno in Greek) sometimes translated as “Abide”, “Dwell”, “Reside” or 
“Tabernacle” is the same word used to refer to Israelites as they set up camp close to the Tabernacle 
and the Ark of the Covenant, orienting their camp and lives around God’s central presence—in both the 
case of the OT and here in the NT— we are told the best place to be is near to God. The best place to 
take shelter is to set up camp in Jesus’ presence; to meno in Him. In John 15, Jesus says remain in me. In 
verse 9 Jesus tells his disciples to “remain in my love.” He has told us this, not because he’s an 
egomaniac or he needs the attention. He does it with us in mind and because of His great love for us. His 
purpose is so that “[his] joy may be in [us] and that [our] joy may be complete.”  Joy is the ultimate goal.  
If you read on in John 15, it’s also so we can spread that very love and joy we receive from God to 
others.  
 
In this season of shelter-in-place, if we try to grit our teeth, muster up our will power, pull ourselves up 
by our own bootstraps, all while placing our hope in humanity to find a way— some way, anyway— to 
get us through this, we are going to find ourselves disconnected from the vine, withering, tired, 
exhausted, scared, and anxious.  It will ultimately prove fruitless, even if we manage to avoid personally 
being infected by the coronavirus. Physical health isn’t the ultimate goal (though it is one of my goals).  
 



The Bigger purpose… If we will remain IN HIM, he will remain in us... His Joy will be OURS! 
Of course, we know that we will all have tough days, but the joy and the comfort we have in Jesus is 
that—in life and in death—we belong to him. We belong to our faithful Savior, the true source of joy, 
the one who will not let a hair fall from our heads apart from his will. May he bring you comfort and joy 
as you remain in Him! 
 
 

 How are the struggles of this COVID-19 season connected to your spiritual health? Are there 
common worries that have made you think differently about God or your relationship with him?  

 What ways have you used this difficult season to remain connected to the Vine? Any new 
spiritual habits emerge? What new ways of connecting to the vine could you implement?  

 
 

Prayer: Jesus, in the midst of worry, anxiety, and the troubles of this earth, help us to find our JOY in 
you. Through your Spirit connect us to the Vine and “may our hearts not be troubled”. In the name of 

our Lord, our help, our rescue, our Jesus—the TRUE VINE, we pray all these things. AMEN. 
  



Sincere Love 
 

Devotional for Wednesday by Pastor Tom Pettinga 
 
 

Read: 2 Corinthians 6:3-10 
 
 

“We prove ourselves by our purity, our understanding, our patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit 
within us, and by our sincere love.” 2 Corinthians 6:6 

 
 
 
“This is a test of the Emergency Broadcast System. It is only a test. In the event of a real emergency. . .” 
Those are familiar words (with the accompanying raspy audio bursts) here in Michigan every Spring 
season. I pray we’ll be spared this year from the damaging storms that prompt such radio warnings. But 
these radio announcements are necessary. Most tests are.  
 
We’re all in a test right now during this Corona Pandemic. And as with other tests that God allows, he is 
using this one to reveal the strengths - and weaknesses - that lie within us. In the first chapter of Paul’s 
second letter to the Corinthian believers, Paul writes of the great struggles he and his companions had 
experienced in Asia. It got so bad that they expected to die. And their difficulty, Paul writes, caused 
them to stop relying on themselves and to rely only on the Lord. 
 
Tests will do that. They’ll cause us to change our mind and turn around our trust. But first they’ll reveal 
the current contents of our hearts and minds. Paul put it this way: “we prove ourselves.” The 
missionaries’ trial in Asia revealed, proved, their patience, kindness and love. It even showed them that 
the Holy Spirit was at work in and through them. 
 
What has this current test brought out in you, revealed to you about yourself? Have you found yourself 
angry at government leaders rather than prayerful for them? Has the constant closeness to family 
members revealed your tendency to be impatient? Have you discovered that your first thoughts are 
instinctively self-centered rather than other-centered when difficulties come? Are you relying more on 
God? Or is self-sufficiency your default response to this pandemic? What gifts from the Spirit have 
shown themselves in your life? 
 
An appropriate prayer right now might be: “Jesus, by your Holy Spirit, please tell me what you see when 
you read my heart and mind and actions.” Then sit and listen. He’ll love you with truth. He’ll also bless 
you for your maturity and the wonderful traits he’s built into your life. And then the test can deepen 
your reliance on the God who loves you so much. 


