
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DISTINCTLY COLORFUL 

 
 

 
  
  

There will be three devotionals published per week on Thursdays, meant to be read on Friday, 
Monday, and Wednesday.  They will also be posted on the church website, 

firstchurchgrandhaven.com. 
  



Distinctly Colorful 
 
 

Devotional for Friday by Pastor Tom Pettinga 
 
 

Read: Ephesians 5:8-9 
 

 
 
When I walk the path near our condo, I can usually pick up a Meijer bag or two of litter. Such messy folks 
in our part of Holland! But I find other things as well. Bird feathers, for example. A couple weeks ago it 
was a gold finch plume. This morning I spotted a blue jay feather. That got me to wondering: what mineral 
does the finch take from it’s food that gives it its gold color? Same for the jay - what minerals turn it’s 
feathers blue and gray? There’s no question about the power of the Creator God who paints with such a 
beautiful palate! 
 
The same Creator has arranged for our human bodies to turn the food we eat into flesh, bone, and energy. 
We are what we eat! What about our spiritual diet? What are we taking from our ‘eating’ of the 
scriptures? The psalmist writes, “How sweet your words taste to me; they are sweeter than honey.” (Ps. 
119:103)  
 
Paul says that the light that the Lord shines into my life through his Word and his presence ought to change 
the color of my character, producing the rainbow of goodness, righteousness, and truth. 
 
During this stay-at-home time, some of us have more time to sit with Jesus and think about his sweet 
Word. For them this is an opportunity to chew on a chapter or more from the Bible. Others of you have a 
house full and a schedule more hectic than normal, with precious few moments for a devotional life. For 
you, just a verse or two is all that can be digested. (That’s also why these meditations are brief!) 
 
In any case, ask the Lord of the Scriptures to take the food of his word and transform it so that you and I 
take on the Christ colors of the good, the right and the true. Those character traits are especially necessary 
during these difficult days, aren’t they! May God bless your time in the Word today. He is anxious to speak 
into your life! 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Faith That Is Pure Gold 
 

 
Devotional for Monday by Art Tuls 

 
 

Read: Job 23:1-10 
 

 
My mom died of ovarian cancer.  One thing that meant was that death was no surprise.  The old monster 
did not sneak up on her and surprise us.  So, my mom had time to think about her funeral and her 
casket.  Between my mom and dad, they selected 1 Peter 1 as the text for the funeral.  They also selected 
Job 23 :10 as the text displayed on the casket for visitation, along with a small sheaf of wheat.  I saved the 
wheat, and I still have it, somewhere.  I was not part of all this thought and choosing, nor was it ever 
explained to me.  But I have a good idea about the Job text. 
      
In this part of his story, Job was plagued by three friends who thought they were helping him.  All three 
had their own version of ancient Hebrew beliefs about God,  particularly this one:  if you please him,  he 
blesses you and you prosper;  if you displease him he will punish you and you will suffer.  They all told Job 
if he would simply own up to the truth of some particular sin that upset the Lord, then he could make 
sense of his suffering, and be able to explain all the disasters that came into his life.  Maybe even fall back 
into God’s good graces.  
     
Job told them that they were wrong.  He did not claim to be perfect; he knew his sins as well as any of us 
know our own sins.  But he did claim that his suffering was not the result of God’s anger with some 
particular sin Job had committed.  What I need, said Job, is not confession; what I need is an audience 
with God.  I need to have a conversation with God about these things.  But I can’t! 
      
The problem for Job at this point is he can’t find God at all.  No matter which direction he follows; no 
matter where he looks or calls out, God is simply not to be found.  This is not an additional problem for 
Job:  the text does not treat the absence of God as something to be surprised by or a new problem to be 
solved.  No.  Job in faith simply says, “When he has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.”  
       
Some things to notice here.  First, Job does not say IF he tests me; he says WHEN! In other words, for Job 
the absence of God is temporary.  God will speak with me about this; he will question me about it, and I 
will question him. This Job believes.  Second, in contrast to his friends, whose examinations have found 
Job failing, God’s testing of Job will result in Job shining like pure gold! This Job believes, too. Why? Not 
because Job is proud or self-reliant, but because he is confident in God’s love and grace. Job is saying to 
his friends, your examinations are fault and incomplete.  But God’s testing is complete and right. I will 
shine like gold after this examination because it is the Lord God who is testing me.  Job’s confidence is in 
God, as it has been for his whole life! 
      
It is notable, too, that God never explains the sufferings Job endured.  Two things are true at the end of 
the story:  first, the Lord is faithful to Job, and second, in the end Job humbly bows before the greatness 
of God and remains faithful to God, despite his frustrations and sufferings. He ceases his demands for a 
hearing.  Job’s faith had been assaulted by the enemy early on; he claimed Job’s faith was fake because 
God had bought it with blessings.  Job knew nothing about this.  However, at the end of the story Job’s 
faith is vindicated along with God’s faithfulness. 



      
This is on my mind because some Christian voices today sound like Job’s friends and say that when disaster 
strikes, it means God is punishing somebody (and they seem to know who).  The Bible says, “not so 
fast.”  Sometimes the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer—and no human can fully explain this.  In 
addition, Job’s pleas and prayers go largely unanswered in this story, and so do mine sometimes.  Who 
can explain this? 
      
In these days of uncertainty surrounding Covid 19 and all the fear and rancor and bickering that swirls in 
our culture like a virus, who has all the answers?  Not me. 
Not you, either.  Let us be humble like Job and admit that some things are beyond us. 
But not beyond the Lord God.   Although his ways are higher than our ways, and his thoughts higher than 
ours, too (Isaiah 55:8,9), the Lord remains faithful and true.  Completely worthy of our trust, whether or 
not we get the understanding we seek. 
      
Faith that shines like gold is not one with all the answers; it is not without struggle; it is not without 
complaints.  But it is stubborn and seeks to hang in there despite incomplete understanding, despite 
struggles.  It is humble enough to realize during difficulties that the Lord is completely faithful and 
trustworthy.  I believe this is what my Mom learned in her last year. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Desperate Conversations 
 
 

Devotional for Wednesday by Pastor Tom Pettinga 
 

 
Read: Matthew 6:6 

 
 
 
Theologian Lewis Smedes once shared that when he was a boy growing up in a ‘shotgun’ house in 
Muskegon, his widowed mother had to clean the homes of others to feed young Lew and Wes and their 
siblings. He recalled times when she would be exhausted and frustrated with the burdens and 
responsibilities of a single mother. At such times, he said, she would lock herself in the only bathroom of 
the house, pull her apron up over her head and weep and scream with God - in Dutch. Desperate times 
call for honest and desperate prayers. 
 
I can imagine that many homes in our communities are facing desperation during these restrictive and 
trying weeks. Maybe you live in one of those homes. Are your prayers as honest as those of Widow 
Smedes?  
 
‘Jesus, how am I supposed to be a teacher and a mother at the same time?!’ ‘Lord, what if I get this virus? 
What will happen to my family? How will we make it?’ ‘Father, who am I if I can’t work and support my 
family? I hate being laid off! I just hate it!!’ ‘Lord, my kids aren’t learning much of anything right now. 
They’re falling behind and I don’t know what to do about it!’ ‘God, help!’ 
 
I want to assure you today that the Father who knows all things knows the struggles you and your family 
are going through in all of this ‘stay home - stay safe’ business. And he is never surprised by the depth of 
our feelings nor offended when we take it out on him. The Father who heard his Son’s cries from the cross 
will hear and understand and “reward” your honest, heart-felt prayers. Your children will learn from your 
honesty. And they’ll remember how to talk with God when life gets tough for them. 
 
The Father is waiting to hear your voice, count your tears and receive your screams. He can handle it all. 
He loves you. 
 


